
Workshop
Thu 6 Oct 2016
09:15—18:00

Venue:  
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, 
Simón-Bolívar-Saal, 
Potsdamer Straße 33, 10785 Berlin  
(nicht barrierefrei)

Fr 7 Oct 2016
09:30—18:30

Venue:  
Forum Transregionale Studien, 
Wallotstraße 14, 14193 Berlin 

Please register: 
bibliographies@trafo-berlin.de 
www.forum-transregionale-studien.de

All You Can Do 
with Catalogs 
Accessing, Organizing, Disseminating Local and  
Global Knowledge (15th-19th Centuries)

Convened by: Paola Molino (LMU München; Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung),  
Guy Burak (New York University Library/Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies 
Department), Dagmar Riedel (Columbia University), Martina Siebert (Staatsbib-
liothek zu Berlin/East Asia Department; Independent Scholar)

Participants: Arndt Brendecke (LMU München), Sebastian Conrad (FU Berlin), 
Islam Dayeh (FU Berlin), Michael Facius (FU Berlin), Francis Richard (CNRS, 
Paris), Florence Hsia (University of Wisconsin-Madison), Christian Jacob 
(EHESS, Paris), Seth Kimmel (Columbia University), Joachim Kurtz (Universität 
Heidelberg), Alberto Cevolini (Università degli Studi di Modena e Reggio Emilia), 
Christoph Rauch (Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin/Oriental Department), Nilanjan 
Sarkar (London School of Economics), Emile Schrijver (Universiteit van Amster-
dam; Jewish Historical Museum, Amsterdam), Nur Sobers-Khan (British Lib-
rary), Ronny Vollandt (LMU München)

The explorative workshop explores shifts in the classification of knowledge in the 
pre-modern world by examining the evolution of finding aids such as catalogs, 
indices, card files, and bibliographies from a global perspective. Did theories and 
practices of knowledge classification respond only to concrete local and spatial 
inputs or were they connected on the global scale? How was the access to know-
ledge organized and through which media was it accessed (books, summaries, 
bibliographical dictionaries)?
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